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The Influence of the Family’s Faith 
 

     The Apostle Paul looked back at some of the young men that he had influenced.  He  
realized that he built upon what others had planted in the lives of children. 
     Paul writes to Timothy:  “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first  
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you”  
(2 Timothy 1:5).  Paul was reinforcing Timothy’s childhood and faith development.  Paul  
took Timothy’s faith and encouraged him and built upon it. 
     Lois was a Jewish believer.  She was an example of how a grandmother can be a  
powerful influence in the life of a young child.  She made a connection with her grandson 
 that would affect his self-esteem and the way he viewed people and the world. 
     Grandmothers have a way of sharing the family faith and heritage that parents are unable  
to share.  In fact, a grandmother can pass faith stories of the family even to their children,  
while sharing them with their grandchildren.  A child can live out a moment that becomes a 
faith story.  A grandparent can share her observation of this moment to a grandchild, where a 
child may lack the memory or the ability to share the story from a neutral perspective. 
     Grandmothers are becoming more involved in families where there are step-grandchildren 
and adopted grandchildren.  Divorces have forced some parents to work one or more jobs.  
Children may be passed back and forth between parents.  Children may find themselves  
being raised by their grandparents. 
     A faithful grandmother can influence more than her own children.  As she influences  
her own grandchildren, she can be a visible example to other children, especially those that  
associate with her grandchildren.  It is wonderful to hear children talk about moments when 
older adults have impacted their lives.  These adults may have done what came natural to  
them but impacted children beyond their knowledge.  The same can be true of an adult uninten-
tionally demoralizing a child. 
     Communities have faith stories.  Grandmothers can pass these faith stories to the children  
of the community.  These faith stories can help promote a positive image of the community.   
     The church is a faith community.  How we speak about our faith in relationship to our 
church family, says a lot about how God impacts our lives.  I guess this is why the People of  
Israel were encouraged to recite the Shema found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  They were to place 
these words upon their hearts and within in their minds.  They were to teach them diligently  
to their children and their children’s children. 
     What does it mean to be a community of believers?  How inclusive or exclusive will you  
be with your faith?   I am thankful that God includes us as a part of a spiritual family. 
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Each Sunday                                  10:00am Worship Service 
             
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
    3---12:00pm Community Men's Prayer lunch 
 
    
    7---                       Board meeting following Worship,  
                                 3:00pm Highschool Graduation 
     
   10---12:00pm Community Men's Prayer lunch 
    
    
   
  14--- 
 
  
  
   15---2:30pm Good Sam Worship 
 
   17---12:00pm Community Men's Prayer lunch 
 
   21---Pentecost Offering 
     
    24---12:00pm Community Men's Prayer lunch 
 
 
 
 
    28---                              ,  Pentecost Offering 
 
 
    
 
 
 
     29--- 
     
    
    



    
           
           

   
  
 
 
 
May 1st, Ragina Helms, Morgan Waterman 
May  3rd, Lyn Reeves 
May 8th, Toni Paslay 
May 10th, Denise Higley 
May 12th, Lindley Bliss, Lakyn (Higley)Unruh, Jennifer & Derek Higley 
May 14th, Harlan Palmer 
May 20th,Wyatt Sperry 
May 21st, Jackie Palmer, Luke Smith 
May 30th, Keaton Argabright 
 

                                                                                           
                                          
 

                                                           Worship Schedule                         
      

                
                                                                                                                   

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

                      Amount needed each week for budgeted expenses--$ 1300.00 

Undesignated Offering in April $  

Worship Leader                                                               Children’s Moments        

May 7th,  Angela Ketterl                                                                 Pastor David                           
May 14th, Tom Bliss                                                                         Arlene Bliss                           
May 21st, Scott Ross                                                                        Kathy Ross            
May 28th,  Jim Begley                                                                     Rosalie Ross 
                                           
                                                          

Elder                                                                                                        Deacon                         
* Tom Bliss                                                                                           *Su Todd 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                     
 

Hymns for this Month    _                                                                     Acolyte       
Jim Begley                                                                      Children of the Church                                                                       

 
 
 



                                               
                                                                       March 5, 2023 
 
 
 

 Chairman Adam Ketterl declared the meeting open and gave the opening prayer. 
Agenda:  Approved as presented. 
Announcements:  None.  

Minutes from the February 5th board meeting were read.  They stand approved as read. 
Financial report:  Approved as presented. 
Unfinished Business:  Investment of Endowment Funds – Tabled at this time.   

 New Business:  None.     
 Pastor’s Report:  Pastor David gave his report. 
 Committee Reports:   
  Finance committee – presented annual Obert Fund accounting. 
Su Todd moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Tom Bliss seconded.  Motion passed. 
 Jim Begley gave the closing prayer. 
 Chairman Adam Ketterl declared the meeting closed. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
       Angela Ketterl, Board Secretary 
 
Those board members present:  Jim & Judy Begley, Adam & Angela Ketterl, Scott Ross,  
Rosalie Ross, Ken & Lois Smith, Gleneva Higley and Pastor David & Su Todd 
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Jesus answers our uncertainties 

 

Thomas didn’t believe the other disciples when they said Jesus had risen. The two travelers to 
Emmaus despaired over Jesus’ death, uncertain what might come next. 

During our life of faith, we all face questions, doubts and despair. In Fearless, Max Lucado says 
Jesus’ responses to us echo his responses to the disciples. His answer to our doubt is the same as 
with Thomas: “Touch my body” — which we do every time we connect with the church (the 
body of Christ), wounds and all. As with the Emmaus disciples, Jesus urges us to ponder his  
story found in Scripture — which we do through Bible reading and study. Today, just as long 
ago, Jesus meets his followers — in his body, in his Word — and strengthens our faith. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Not resuscitation — resurrection! 

 

In the early years of the U.S. space program, a small but powerful rocket was supported by a 

metal framework. This “escape tower” was bolted to the capsule in which astronauts awaited 

takeoff. If disaster occurred, the escape tower was to carry the capsule up and away from the 

main rocket. A parachute would then float the astronauts safely to earth. 

Jesus’ resurrection is more than a great escape. If he had merely eluded death, that would be 

akin to resuscitation. By God’s power, Jesus didn’t merely survive death but conquered it, once 

and for all. On Easter, Jesus returns to life not for his own sake but for the sake of all humanity. 

He reassures the disciples — and us — “Peace be with you.” 

  

 
 
 
 

Facts, not futility 

 

“If the resurrection of Jesus Christ did not happen,” writes Mary Fairchild, “then the apostles 
were all fakes and everyone throughout history who has ever testified of Christ’s power is a  
liar. If the resurrection did not happen, then Jesus Christ has no dominion over life and death, 
and we remain lost in our sin, destined to die. Our faith is useless.” Paul sounds a similar tone  
in 1 Corinthians 15:14-19, saying unless Christ was raised, any preaching about him is “in vain” 
and our faith is “futile” (ESV). 
 
Praise God that he doesn’t leave us in suspense. Unlike Thomas, we don’t need to doubt East-
er’s good news. With utter certainty, Paul continues: “But in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (vs. 20, emphasis added). So  
let us rejoice with the apostle: “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (vs. 57)! 
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